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Introduction

This document contains photographs of the pages from the Records of Nature Sightings
started in 1977. The notes record sightings of interest as well as observations on the
weather etc.. Most of the entries are hand written but these are supplemented by some
photographs, illustrations, and cuttings. The notes cover the period 1977 to August 2007.
There is greater detail in the later years.

Subsequent notes are typed and can be found in searchable pdf files for each year.
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—Phew! So dry July

LAST month was Rugby's
eleventh driest July on
record.

No more than 13.3 milli-
meteres of rain fell in the
town during the month —
compared with a normal

average of 75 millimetres.

“"We have records going
back to 1871 and we
estimate July was the
eleventh driest since that
year,” said George Thomp-
son, a spokesman for the

Rugby Weather Bureau.
"One of the more recent
drier July's we had was in
1961.” i
June and July combined
were the tenth driest on
record.
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UPBEAT: The hummingbird moth is migrating to Britain for the hot summers

Invasion of the
huge moth that
thinks it’s a

hummingbird

GIANT moths that can be
mistaken for hummingbirds
are flocking to Britain.

And experts say the arrival of
the exotic insects 'is one of the
bonuses of climate change.

Thousands of Hummingbird
Hawk Moths have been spotted up
and down the country, with a cluster
of them starting to breed along the
South-west for the first time.

The colourful moths fly between
plants and feed on the nectar of
tubular flowers. Many gardeners
think they are hummingbirds as
they just hover beside the bloom.

The insects, which even make a
slight humming sound, migrate
north from Africa and southern
Europe. Dr Martin Warren, chief
executive of Butterfly Conservation
UK, believes their invasion is one of
the advantages of our unnaturally

By Uisa McCarthy

hot summers. He said: “It has been
an exceptional year for the numbers
of hummingbird moths flocking here
and we believe it’s down to our
extraordinarily hot weather.

“The moths are starting to
become a resident species for the
first time, which would have been
unheard of 10 years ago.”

Dr Warren said that when he first
became interested in moths and
butterflies 30 years ago, the hum-
mingbird moth was a rare sighting.

“Now we are seeing clusters of
them in people’s gardens in Dorset,
hovering above their flowers and
feeding,” he said.

“It really is an incredible sight.
But they are very weather depen-
dent. If we have a cold summer next
year we will see the numbers fall. We
should enjoy them while we can.”
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The Willoughby Society - Bird Box No. 1

Date: E]@MWF‘]

Today | saw:

.w-h-ﬁ-ﬁu-km . m—mﬂm_m T

Please forward your observation to one of the following for recording in the
Willoughby Society Nature Book:

Linda, 6 Magdalen Road
Bert, The Willows, Main Street
Sue, The Leys (near Cricket Club)
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The Willoughby Society - Bird Box No. 1

Date: @@@

Today | saw:
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Leucozona lucorum - hoverfly
Rhingia_campestris - hoverly
Helophilus pendulous - Hoverfly

Episyrphus balteatus - Marmalade Fly
Sylvicola sp - window gnat

Nephrotoma appendiculata - Spotted Crane-fly
Sarcoghqga carnaria. - Flesh Fly

Mesembrina Meridiana - Muscidae

F LA Nomada sp. - Parasitic bee
‘ Bombus pascuorum - Common Carder Bee
Osmia rufa - Red Mason Bee
Psithyrus vestalis - Cuckoo Bee
: Dolerus sp. - Sawfly
- Cyrchus caraboides - Ground Beetle
A Tytthaspisl6é-punctata - 16-spot Ladybird
psyllobora 22-punctata - 22-spot ladybird
Propylea 14-punctata - 14 spot ladybird

Silver-ground Carpet - Xanthorhoe montanata

Azure Damselfly - Coenagrion puella

une 2007
‘Weather Wisdom’

If the first of June be rainy weather,
T’will rain four full weeks together.

A warm dry start to the month, but unfortunately the weather became increasingly
unsettled.

The ridge of high pressure slowly declined and cloud became widespread.

From the 13" to the 17" of June a deep depression moved slowly across the country
bringing spells of heavy thundery rain. For the rest of the month low pressure
dominated the weather and very heavy rain and flooding was reported in parts of the
country.

On the 25" of June the Midlands suffered a prolonged spell of very heavy rain and
very strong northerly winds and flooding was again reported in many areas.

To have such a miserable June was a big disappointment. The garden flowers were
battered and bruised and the vegetables just didn’t want to grow.

Nothing really to report on the nature front. We hope for a better July!!
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July 2007

Oh dear! June was bad enough - but the weather in July was even worse.

Weather Wisdom

‘St Swithin’s Day, if it doth rain
Full forty days it will remain
St Swithin’s Day, if it be fair
For forty days, t"will rain no more’
(Elizabethan weather rhyme)

Unfortunately it rained on St Swithins Day (July 15™) and so if the thyme is to be
believed this summer will definitely be a wash out.

July has been a washout. A very unsettled month with frequent rain, a shortage of
sunshine, fresh winds and below average temperatures.

1% — 29" July low pressure was either close to or over the British Isles bringing rain,
sometimes very heavy rain, or showers to all areas. There was also thunder, hail,
funnel clouds and even tornadoes reported in some areas.

The worst day by far was July 20™ when some extremely heavy rain affected parts of
the country including the Midlands and Willoughby.

Flooding returned to our village as can be seen by the photograph that appeared in the
Rugby Advertiser showing water-soaked Willoughby. I have also pasted in a letter
that appeared in the same newspaper written by a Willoughby resident.

Meteorologists agree that the miserably wet British summer has been caused by a
southward shift towards Britain by the jetstream, the high-level airflow that brings
depressions eastward across the Atlantic.

Could climate change be responsible for the intensity of the freak rain episodes in
June and July?

Some statistics for this month.

Wettest May/June/July over England and Wales since records began. (1766)
Coolest July since 1993

Total rainfall 15.25in (387.6mm) — across England and Wales was208% higher than
- average.

Nature report.
Family of Pied Wagtails successfully reared, flew this month from a nest in our front

garden.
A baby hare is seen most days in our garden. We are sometimes fortunate enough to
see the adult hare that comes to feed the baby moming and evening.




ater-soaked Willoughby.

Drivers made
waves in flood

ON BEHALF of many of the
residents of Willoughby, may I
take this opportunity to thank
all those who took part in the
‘Willoughby Flood Water
Sports Competition’ held in the
village on Friday, July 20.

We were amazed at the amount of
competitors who defied the Road
Closed signs to participate in a range of
sporting activities in Main Street and
Lower Street.

The competition was fierce, with
many participants vying for supremacy
in ensuring that several of our proper-
ties, despite sandbag barricades,
received their fair share of flood water
on the inside!

Our commiserations go both to the

lady in the silver Mercedes whose aqua-
planing exploits ended when her engine
expired and to the man in the Aston
Martin who, despite his belief that his
car was impervious to water, limped to
a haltand finally had to be towed away.
Judging was difficult as there were so
many acts of stupidity to choose from,
but three particular incidents stood out
from the rest and prizes have been
awarded to the following drivers should
they be brave enough to collect them.
In third place: The man in the bur-
gundy metallic car for his choice of lan-
guage, rudeness to those trying to help
him and for the blue smoke trail left
behind when he revved his engine to a
crescendo, in a superb display of temper
tantrum, as he raced away leaving
waves of water lapping behind him.

In second place: The driver of the
blue tractor who used Main Street to
practice his bow waving technique, tak-
ing the opportunity to wash the tractor
wheels as the waves rose and soaked
those trying to walk to their homes.

Overall winner: The driver of the blue
Subaru whose bow wave, achieved by
driving at great speed down Main
Street, created such an enormous surge
of water that it reached almost two
metres high as it passed the front of The
Old Bakehouse and its neighbour, leay-
ing a water mark on the walls, door and

windows and drenching carpets and fur-

nishings inside.
We will be ready for you next time!
Rachel Settle,
Lower Street,
Willoughby.
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August 2007

Weather Wisdom
St Bartholomew’s day August 24"

‘All the tears that St Swithin can cry
St Bartholomew’s mantle will wipe dry.’

Weather |
I’m glad to say there was an improvement in the weather this

month. There was no repeat of the widespread downpours that
characterised June and July and on the whole 1t was a quiet
month.

Sunshine was plentiful during the first 12 days and again during
the last week but there was some wet and gloomy weather in the

middle of the month.

We are very glad to see the sunshine. Better late than never!

Nature Report

Rather quiet on the wild life front.

There are plenty of butterflies and bees about.

Our baby hare is still in the garden and has grown considerably.
A Barn Owl was spotted in Lower Street.

A Kingfisher was seen at The Ley’s garden pond.

Swallows and House Martins are still flying about

A Green Woodpecker spotted in the garden at Marlin, Pye
Court.








